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 HANDS CANADA PHOTO
The school now has 430 Gr. 1-6 students and is working on becoming 
self-sustainable through a community garden and sewing shop.

“If there’s individuals that would 
like to come and join us, by all means. 
New ideas and new people, it’s al-
ways exciting to have them around.”

BIG DREAMS FOR 
THE FUTURE

This project has come a long way 
indeed since Muhanuzi fi rst began 
sending what money he could back 
home to help  build the school’s fi rst 
four-room building.

It’s been gratifying, he says, to see 
the school steadily work toward be-
coming more self-sustaining through 
such side projects as the sewing shop, 
which takes in jobs from the commu-
nity and also makes school uniforms 
for the students.

But there’s still much work to be 
done.

“The sustainability of the school, of 

the whole project in DRC, will de-
pend on the political situation there,” 
Muhanuzi says.  

“I’m happy that we, in that area, we 
are on a mission,” he adds. “Because 
we’re bringing 100 new children to 
Gr. 1. That is something big. It’s part 
of what we want. We want as many 
kids as we can from that area to at-
tend school.”

Muhanuzi’s dream is to one day 
bring HANDS Canada to other parts 
of the world.

“DRC is not the only place where 
there is need,” he says. “When we 
have our charity number we’ll be able 
to do some activities that will gen-
erate donations to help somewhere 
else. It’s not limited to one country.”

For more information on HANDS, 
including how you can support the 
project or get involved on the board, 
fi nd them online at handscanada.
com.

 >  HANDS CANADA, FROM PG. 10

Winnipeg woman arrested in armed robbery
A 27-year-old woman is in police 

custody following a robbery at Olym-
pic Source for Sports in Morden Sept. 
18.

Just after 5 p.m., police were called 
to the downtown store regarding a 
female that was caught leaving the 
store with numerous unpaid items.  

Store employees say that when they 
confronted her in the parking lot the 
suspect pulled out a knife and then 

fl ed the scene on foot.
A search of the area by police 

proved fruitless, but an hour later of-
fi cers observed a woman matching 
the description of the suspect cross-
ing Mountain St. north of Thornhill 
St. She was carrying a backpack and 
was seen walking into a backyard 
on Birchwood Dr., which backs onto 
Mountain St.  

Police pursued the female into the 

yard and ordered her to stop. She was 
taken into custody without incident. 

A search of her property revealed 
two bags of methamphetamine, a 
small silver replica handgun, multi-
ple break-in tools, assorted women’s 
clothing with Olympic Sports tags, 
and a large plastic bag of an unknown 
white powder substance.

Erika Dawn Marie Fiddler of Win-
nipeg is now facing multiple charges, 

including robbery, weapons and drug 
possession, possession of break-in in-
struments, and failure to comply with 
a recognizance.

She was remanded into custody and 
transported to the Women’s Correc-
tional Facility in Headingley where 
she awaits her next court appearance.  

 >  MARTIN HARDER, FROM PG. 4
frastructure growth all over the city 
but especially in the new northern 
developments, and an infl ux of new 
high-tech jobs thanks to the city’s 
investment in Valley Fiber, Harder 
noted.

With so much on the docket for the 
years ahead, Harder is eager to see 
who will be sitting beside him at the 
council table.

“Obviously we’re going to have 
new blood in at least one seat and 
maybe more,” he noted, pointing to 
the departure of two-term council-
lor Don Friesen.

Whoever makes the cut after the 
election, the mayor is eager to sit 
down with them to see how their 
skills and interests can best serve 
the community.

“That’s something I’ve always done 
with each new council,” Harder said, 
going on to stress he has one thing 
he’d like all the council candidates to 
keep in mind: serving on council is 
about teamwork.

“You don’t come to council because 
you don’t like something. You come 
to council because of something that 
you want to do, want to accomplish,” 

he said. “We work together as a team 
to look after the best interests of the 
city of Winkler.”

“I want to say thank you to the com-
munity for trusting me for another 
four years of leadership,” Harder 
said, thanking as well the current 
city council  members and staff and 
his family for all their support. 

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
serve once again,” he said. “I do view 
it as a community service ... it’s sim-
ply a part of my life.”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

There will be a lot of familiar faces 
on the Garden Valley and Western 
school division boards of trustees for 
the next four years.

Both divisions saw their entire 
boards get in by acclamation last 
week.

In GVSD, Ward 1 (Winkler) incum-
bents John P. Klassen, Laurie Dyck, 
Leah Klassen, and Garry Bueckert 
and Ward 2 (rural) incumbent Tash 
Olfert all retained their seats.

Joining them are newcomers Deana 
Wilson and Tena Lane for Ward 1 and 
Jake Fehr and Barb Heide for Ward 2.

In WSD, Ward 1 incumbents Brian 
Fransen and Barb Petkau are back 
and joined by newcomers David 
Guenther and Darcy Wolfe.

Ward 2 incumbent Robyn Wiebe 

GVSD, WSD trustees all in by acclamation
also retained her seat.

The new boards will offi cially take 
over from the outgoing ones on Oct. 

25.
Leaving the board in Winkler are 

trustees Edwin Guenther, David Wal-

lace, Sam Berg, and  Brenda Willey.
In Morden, Steve Friesen and Steve 

Klassen are stepping down.


